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Fall perfect time to prepare for spring
 This time of the year is the best time to plant before the winter rains

By Janice De Jesus
STAFF WRITER
Article Launched: 11/07/2007 03:05:58 AM PST

Garden educators want people to know that spring is not the only time to be thinking about gardening.

In fact, fall is the perfect time to get ready for spring, said Jean Rowe, adult education coordinator at The Gardens
at Heather Farm.

"Fall is the best time to plant in our area because of our Mediterranean climate," Rowe said. "The soil is still warm
so plants adapt to environment well prior to winter rains and are able to get a firm grip and establish themselves."

This fall, various programs at The Gardens are geared toward preparing for successful spring gardening.

"From the Ground Up," a series catering to beginning gardeners, was such a huge success this fall, that the series
will be offered again in the winter, Rowe said.

The beginning series, taught by The Gardens manager Patrice Hanlon and Susan Handjian of the East Bay
Municipal Utility District, covers the basics of soil preparation and planting, basic planting design and maintaining a
garden. "We're lucky to have (Handjian) teach to the public in our area," Rowe said.

Garden landscape photography and a garden planning series are among fall offerings.

Some classes are held indoors but are still garden-related.

The Botanical Art class, offered this fall, will have another run this winter. The class, taught by local botanical artist
Catherine Watters, will focus on skills such as plant observation, drawing, color mixing and watercolor painting
using fall leaves and seed pods as models.

In the "Make Your Own Topiary" class students
learn how to make a live ivy topiary using basic
skills that can be used again to create a variety of
designs.

Other garden-related classes include "Silver Clay
Jewelry Workshop" from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Nov. 17
to be taught by Lois Inman Engle, a certified
precious metal clay artisan.

"Holiday Floral Demonstration," to be held from
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Nov. 16, gives participants
ideas to create their own holiday floral
arrangements.

"This event has become quite a hit," Rowe said.
"Last year, we had 75 people sign up. It's just
become quite the festive event. It kind of gets you
in the mood for the holidays."

Janice De Jesus can be reached at 925-943-8082.

get ready for spring

To register for fall and winter programs: Call The Gardens at Heather Farms, 1540 Marchbanks Drive, Walnut
Creek, at 925-947-1678 or visit http://www.gardenshf.org
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